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Climate Security Risk Pathways 

● Critical infrastructure & military readiness
● State fragility and conflict risk
● Competition between and among states
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Framing Climate Security 

● Wrong: Rack & Stack; All or Nothing
● Right: Systemic Risk; Structural Force
● Opportunities as well as risks
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Climate Security Lens: 
US Wildfires

Key issues: 

intersection 
with other risks 
(e.g. COVID-19)

threats to 
infrastructure

interruption of 
training 
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Soldiers dig a trench around a burning tree trunk while supporting firefighting response efforts at the Dixie Fire in 
Plumas National Forest, Calif., Sept. 7, 2021. Photo by Army Sgt. Yesenia Barajas



Climate Security Lens: 
Basra, Iraq

image from: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/06e5c42f5bad4a2dbbf3bf60655a52225

Key drivers of risk :  

Heat, sea level rise, 
extreme weather

Food & water insecurity

Short term, acute threats & 
slow onset threats



Climate Security Lens: 
China -India Border

Key drivers of 
risk: 

Changing 
weather 
patterns & 
melting glaciers

Lack of trust & 
existing 
tensions

Dam 
development
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Climate Security Lens: 
Allies & Partners in Indo -Pacific

Key factors to 
consider: 

Populations’ 
concerns

Climate hazards

Opportunities for 
sharing best 
practices & 
technology
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Climate Security Lens: 
The National Security Workforce and 

Institutions
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● Scientific and data literacy
● Stronger partnerships between national security agencies 

and scientific agencies
● Mainstream, not siloed, approach
● Leverage predictive capabilities 



Read More : 
● Temperatures and Tensions Rise: Climate Security Risks in the Arctic
● Melting Mountains, Mounting Tensions: Climate Change & the India-China Rivalry
● A Security Threat Assessment of Global Climate Change
● A Climate Security Plan for America
● World Climate and Security Report 2021
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fb4d85defe18447ba0ec5955bab4a6cb
https://climateandsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Melting-Mountains-Mounting-Tensions_Climate-Change-and-the-India-China-Rivalry_2021_05_13.pdf
https://climateandsecurity.org/a-security-threat-assessment-of-global-climate-change/
https://climateandsecurity.org/climatesecurityplanforamerica/
https://imccs.org/2021/06/07/release-international-military-council-issues-world-climate-and-security-report-2021-warning-of-catastrophic-climate-risks-and-urging-significant-greenhouse-gas-reductions/
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